The Montcalm Area Intermediate School District Attendance Officer has the ultimate responsibility for enforcing the Compulsory Attendance Act and to inform you of your responsibilities for the education of your child(ren). The state law is briefly explained below for your information:
P.A. 451 of 1977 (amended by P.A. 43 of 1977) MCL 380.1561 - 380.1599
Section 1561: (1)... Except as otherwise provided in this section, for a child who turned age 11 before December 1, 2009 or who entered grade 6 before 2009, the child's parent, guardian, or other person in this state having control and charge of the child shall send that child to a public school during the entire school year from the age of 6 to the child's sixteenth birthday. Except as otherwise provided in this section, for a child who turns age 11 on or after December 1, 2009 or a child who was age 11 before that date and enters grade 6 in 2009 or later, the child's parent, guardian, or other person in this state having control and charge of the child shall send the child to a public school during the entire school year from the age of 6 to the child's eighteenth birthday. The child's attendance shall be continuous and consecutive for the school year fixed by the school district in which the child is enrolled. In a school district that maintains school during the entire calendar year and in which the school year is divided into quarters, a child is not required to attend the public school more than 3 quarters in 1 calendar year, but a child shall not be absent for 2 or more consecutive quarters.

Section 1571: (1) The Intermediate School Board shall select 1 or more persons to act as attendance officers for the ISD.
(3) An attendance officer of an ISD or a local school district shall have the powers of a deputy sheriff within the district or ISD while performing official duties. An ISD Attendance Officer shall perform the duties of the officer in each constituent district in which the local board does not employ an attendance officer.
Section 1586: Requires the ISD Attendance Officer to investigate each case of non-attendance as referred by local school districts.
Section 1587: If a parent/guardian fails to comply with the Compulsory School Attendance Act, the ISD Attendance Officer shall give written notice by registered mail to parent/guardian requiring the child to appear in attendance on the next regular school day following receipt of the written notice. Failure to comply with this notice will be reported by appropriate local school official.
Section 1588: If the parent/guardian fails to comply with the above notice, the attendance officer shall make a complaint against parent/guardian in District court (educational neglect) or Probate Court/Juvenile Division (truancy) in the county of residence for refusal or neglect to send the child to school. Court action will follow the same manner as is provided for other cases under its jurisdiction.
Section 1599: A parent/guardian who fails to comply with the above is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to exceed $50 or imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or both.
Since your student has not been in regular attendance, the ISD Attendance Officer must determine if this is for legitimate reasons, truancy or educational neglect. We hope to work in cooperation with you in resolving this matter and encourage you to see that your student attends school regularly. We urge you to make every effort to work with your local school officials and avoid any unnecessary court case at the Intermediate School District level.
